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Hemp Fibre: In a sustainable future, what role could hemp construction play?

• Government regulations and programmes like Homestar

• Renewable annual resource – ticks all the right boxes

• Climate change and local supply chain resilience

• Consumer awareness and demand for products that align to their values

The opportunities that exists for future-focused sustainable hemp construction and 

value-added products

• From fibre crop farmers, processors and users of hemp building materials, the whole 

value chain is represented 

• Investment opportunities to build capacity to process and manufacture

• Training and employment as new business opportunities are commercialised

• Working with other sustainable orientated groups and organisations in the sector

https://www.nzgbc.org.nz/homestar
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Hemp fibre’s suitability to construction 

products 

Hemp stems produces:  Bast Fiber (Primary and Secondary) 

hurd/shive and dust

• Anti bacterial

• Anti fungerial

• Anti static

• Stops 95% of UV light
Henry Ford  c1930

George Washington Carver c1910

Useful properties
• Thermal
• Acoustic
• Heat and fire
• Breathable
• Moisture

Chemurgy – is a branch 

of applied chemistry 

that is concerned with 

preparing industrial 

products from 

agricultural raw 

materials
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Examples of products

The finished products being made, 

now range from hempcrete 

construction, insultation, MDF 

boards, acoustic tiles, plumbers 

hemp, flooring (loose hurd), bricks 

and soft furnishings.

Oils and stains from the seed

Other fiber uses – yachting/coach 

building, composites, plastics, 3d 

printing, geotextiles paper, fuel  

High Tech Vs Low Tech uses – are 

still being developed and 

commercialised
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Next steps for those interested in hemp product development

The NZHIA NZ Hemp Export Driven Investor Report indicates a 2 billon dollar 

industry, which involves “growers” to produce seed, fibre and health products

This requires Investment and that is an opportunity

• Share the risk and invest in R & D, to prove the markets and qualities of 

what is achievable in New Zealand

• Regional development: building capability and playing to your strengths

On farm

• Fibre varieties, harvest equipment, retting and primary processing

Ex Farm

Secondary processing into raw commodities

• Plus moving up the value chain to finished products

https://joom.ag/attC
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We’re here to help nurture 
and grow the industry

A nationwide tour to build the hemp 
industry network will be announced 
shortly

Register your interest for the

iHemp 2022 Tour

https://mailchi.mp/05b398ad5a6a/ihemp-2022-tour
https://mailchi.mp/05b398ad5a6a/ihemp-2022-tour
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Complete the Survey and you’ll receive FREE  access to the Webtools 
prototype “Hemp Licencing Application Tool”

COMPLETE THE 
SURVEY HERE

https://vimeo.com/563919048
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LWM6FTQ


THANK you and Questions 

Richard Barge
E: Richard@hemptastic.co.nz M: 021 706 690

mailto:Richard@hemptastic.co.nz

